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- BAMOS  III

. ?GEN’ERAL INFORMATION }
?‘Q ect SAMOS :Ls s research and developnent program to determine the
capa.b lities’ for ma.king observe.tions of space, the atmogphere and the
‘ . globe from sateliites ‘The program is under the executive management of
- : the Secretary of the Air Force . '

TEST QBIECTIVE

i SAMOS III was J.a,unched from 8 USAF lsunch pe.d at the Naval Missile

, Eacility, Point’ Arguello, Ca.lifornia, over the Pacific Missile Range to
S _ place the vehicle in & near circular, poler orbit. A major objective of
: ﬁthe test will be to further determine the relisbility of the ATLAS/AGENA B

A.nother purRose of‘ the flight is continued compomnt testing to
teblish the fegsibility of obtaining an observation cepability from an
b s&tellite

C'DNFIGURA’I‘IQN "

.. SAMOS III employs the AGENA B as its second stage. Tt 1s boosted
‘obit of the atmosphere by a modified Air Force ATIAS and placed imto orbit
~by the AGENA

First Stgg_e_
“Height . - - - . . Approximately 80 feet (with adapter section).

. Taunch Wej.ght . e . Approximtely 262,000 pounds.
'Q’I‘hrust v« e+ « .. Approximetely 368 000 pounds (includes two

- | -‘ booster engines which produce 154,500 pounds

tl’rrust each and are ,jettismed after dbout

_ ‘ “two minutes of f£light; the sustainer sngine,
SN .. rated af spproximately 57,000 pounds; and two
SENE AN i MiJ). vernier engines at 1,000 pounds of thrust
PR AREOEE A -~ each).
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‘ ‘z':_v,.1 Ascent tracking and telemetry

~

IR Approximately 25 feet {.i.ul 3 fev. ol LLe aft
f i section fit inside the ATLAS adepter ring, making
R the total mated vehicle height 102 feet).
' Welght . . . .. Approximitely 18,000 pounds at launch. Orbital
LTt L weight after fuel exhaustion will be approximately
- © 4200 pounds.
e . . . . Approximetely 15,000 pounds.
o Ina rum t Package Test photographic and related equipment

v g”.r
Hawallan Tracking Station, Kaena, Oahu, Hawaii
Kodisk Tracking otation, Kodiak, Alaska

New Boston Tracki Station, New Boston, New Hampshire

b. Ascent guidance (booster)

'rGE‘Mod II Vandenberg AFB California

t

'rg Tracking Station, Vandenberg AFB California

&‘d;f' Downrange Telemetry and Tracking Ship

To be announced

»‘ef; Ascent Radar and/or Optical Tracking (PMR)

Point Arguello, California
Point Mugu, California

",Saint Nicholas Tsland, California

f{; :lf%e_Test Center, Sunnyvale, Callfornla

‘Cpntrol “en er‘receiving all orbital data and exercising command
L control of SAMOS

.

;CQNTRACTORiPARTICIPNTION ” ‘

T

T N »
~Assembly and Test . . . . General Dynamics/Astronautics

- @§ys ems Engineering and
; i ;ri

: echnical ﬁirection .. Space Technology Iaboratories

Guidance S General Electric Company, Burroughs Corpcration
? (ground based computer)
:froynlsion .. .;Rocketdyne Division of NAA

’Lme Contractor . + + Lockheed
Propulsion . . . . . . Bell
EhovediFBe
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